
Meet Ellen and Bill Matten, longtime Mission Central volunteers whose hearts (and trunks!) are 
always full. For the past 6 years, they’ve dedicated themselves to collecting gently used shoes, 

driving monthly from State College to deliver them to our warehouse. Some trips bring a few dozen 
pairs, others over 100, but every pair carries hope.

They’re not alone in this effort. The congregation at St. John’s UCC in Boalsburg, along with other 
UCC churches in the Penn Central Conference’s Northern Association and friends from the Centre 

Region, gather monthly to donate new and gently used shoes and boots for Mission Central.

At Mission Central, donated shoes are sorted by volunteers, checked for wear, and then sent where 
they’re needed most. Some are distributed locally here in Pennsylvania and across the U.S., while 
the majority are shipped to developing nations through our global partnerships. These shoes help 

launch micro-businesses in places like Haiti, Honduras, and communities across Africa. They create 
jobs, feed families, and even help send children to school.

One mother in Haiti used her small business to pay for her son’s law school. It’s proof that a simple 
act of kindness can ripple around the world.

When you donate your gently used shoes, you're not just cleaning out a closet. You’re helping 
someone build a future.

Donate today. Make an impact tomorrow.

To learn more about our shoe program or how you can join the 
mission visit us at www.missioncentral.org/shoes


